20191:790:371:61
EARLY POLITICAL THEORY
Rutgers University-Newark
Spring 2019
Instructor: Paul-Aarons Ngomo

Final Exam

Read instructions carefully
DUE NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, 05/07/2019, 11.30, EST
IMPORTANT: UPLOAD YOUR EXAM TO THE COURSE BLACKBOARD IN A SINGLE FILE, NO MULTIPLE FILES (USE YOUR NAME AS FILE NAME: LAST, FIRST, e.g. Williams, Derek) 
WORD FILES ONLY! [NO PDF!!!]
                                  
Important: Pick only 4 questions (out of 5), Each question is worth 25 points. Be thorough and precise in your answers. Your requited texts are enough. Don’t waste time digging up sources elsewhere i.e. no bibliography, no quotes. Just straight-up answers using your books or notes. 

No more than 2 single-spaced pages per question

Question I: 25 points 
Aristotle, Cicero, Saint-Augustine
Would you rather live in a Polity as designed by Aristotle, a Mixed Republic as described by Cicero or an Augustinian Commonwealth? State your reasons for endorsing one of these options. A thorough answer must include (1) a comparative perspective that describes the characteristics of each option and (2) a normative claim (i.e. a value judgment) defending your choice (e.g. Why X rather than Y or Z? Your answer must explain why X is better than Y or Z based on specific reasons (a), (b), or (c), etc.… (give as many reasons as you deem necessary to address the issue)

Question II: 25 points
Aristotle

In Book IV (Chapters 8-9; 11-12) of The Politics, Aristotle describes Polity as the most suitable constitution for a society divided along class lines. He offers two definitions of Polity that involve the blending of parts. (1) Identity these definitions and explain how Aristotle justifies Polity as the best possible form of government; (2) A key part of Aristotle’s defense of polity is the claim that “the middle constitution is best… since it alone is free from faction. For conflicts and dissensions seldom occur among the citizens where there are many in the middle”. Why is the middle class so important? Is Polity merely the rule of the middle, by the middle, for the middle? If so, what about (a) the downtrodden poor too destitute to be part of the middle class and (a) those who are extremely wealthy? Are they, de facto, disenfranchised (i.e. not taken into account)? 

Question III: 25 points 
Saint-Thomas Aquinas

Does St. Thomas Aquinas consider government to be a natural good or a necessary evil? What premises underlie his understanding? Do they seem convincing to you? (See especially Book I, Chapter 1 of On Kingship)

Question IV : 25 points
Niccolò Machiavelli
Machiavelli offers the following assessment of Cesare Borgia’s leadership: “Having reviewed all the actions of the Duke, I would not wish to criticize him; rather, he seems to me worthy to be held up as a model, as I have done, for all those who have risen to power through favor or luck and through the arms of others”. (1) Why is Cesare Borgia held up as a virtuoso prince? (2) Like Agathocles the Sicilian and Oliverotto Da Fermo, Cesare Borgia sometimes endorsed grim violence to bring about “peace and obedience of the law” (See Chapter VII, passage on Remirro de Orca). Why does Machiavelli ultimately reject Agathocles the Sicilian and Oliverotto Da Fermo as possible models of virtuoso rulers despite their success?   

Question V
Cicero and Saint-Augustine
Contrast Cicero’s and Augustine’s definition of the commonwealth. Which one do you endorse? Why? Why not the other?
[bookmark: _GoBack]

